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acted Date... TOLY: 202.00 19-40. 
oe cere Robert Sandeman Lamb (323 ti ea ceeceenennan 
Made by... oa T9. FORE Forwarded by..........--00----2 Pipe Wee 93-1 0) ole eae eee 
Reference letter cated July 17tn 1940 from 4 
Hete:.e Contulate-General, Passport & xesistretion ; 
Offise., asxin= for information concerning R.S.Lamo, 2 
: 
enguiries nave revesleca tre followings- 3 
oP hes Sendeman Lamp (»sritisn) is reported ‘ 
to have served as a junior officer in the indian 
; gees” Army or Air *orce during the Great var. <After See | 
: ‘2 " etoes the Sreat «ar he is reported to nave pneen 
i 2 in Canada ara tne U.S.A., where ne iiorked for ; 
General s.otovs. rom U.S.4., ne is stated to nave 
| Sank, sa/s, aaa sta 
s yom. P gone to Japan where re also worked for General motors, 
° 7 Sometime prior to 1°54, he came to Shanghai wnere he 
/ subsisted precariously for some time. itn 1636 he 
. was employed as business manager of the Cathay 
Cosmopolitan, a monthly publication, tne aims of | 
; te which were claimed to ve the "provision of an ; 
¥ +” “independent forum for the expression of Opinions 
\ % “on all manner of subjects pertaining to the economic, 


“political and commercial life of this zreat 
"community." 

Associated with Lamb in this publication 
were George M.“swewem, (American) Bditor; “SSR 2lack, 
Douglas, Associate Editor. Other contributors to 
the publication were Mario Rocchi; a@ngius J.N. nerba 


and Paul Paelz. Paul P s 
2 aelz subsequently pecame a 
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pertner of Lamo in the pubdlicetion. According to 
information ootained at time of the first aprvearance 
of this monthly magazine (January 1356) it was 
cubsge@izea by the South manchurian Railway, maj. 
General ''sogai of tne Kwantung Army and Paul Paelz 
who was alleged to have nad access to the funds of 
the German and Italian Legations. Notes Paul Paelz 
is now known to ve an active agent of the nazi Farty 
in Shanghei. 

Lamo was in 1955-6-7, a frequent contricutor 
of letters to "Ihe People's ttrioune” under the 
pseudonym “Junius Sigicus.* Perusal of tnese letters 
reveals them to be mostly of the type that seeks 
uo exvose rackets and social evils. 

The Cathay Cosmopolitan ceased publication 
after the outoreak of Sino-Japanese hostilities in 
1937. On August 6th 1957, a quarrel over a cheque 
took place between Lemp and Paelz, in tne office of 
the Cathay Cosmopolitan, Room 521, 128 museum Road, 
which resulted in Lamb assaulting and injuring Faelz 
to the extent that he had to ve treated in the General 
Hospital. Paelz, however, chose not to charge Lamp 
as they had to wind up the business of the magazine. 
at tois time they shared a room in the new Asia Hotel. 
On March Slst 1957, Lamb also came to the notice of 


the Police in connection with a letter which he wrote 
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to his former secretary, a Surasien, ::iss P.1.ullison 
(sritish) divorced wife of ur. -.R.. carrett, & 


demanding tne return of nis canx bpassoook and a 


ehegue, which, it aspears, s.iss stllison was nolding 


against 56 cent he owed ner. ‘tne letter was coucned 


SO ool eae wn: 


in terms which almost amounted to plackmeil and 
hinted tnat he was in possession oF information 
concerning the manner in which her divorce was 
arrenged, wnoich mizsht be of interest to the King's 
Proctor, etc., etc. KO Police action was taken 
nowever as iss sllison wished to avoid publicity. 

A charge of obtaininz food and oeverages 
to the value of 3197.00 cy means of false pretences, 
preferred against Lamp in H.bex. Court, Shanghai, 
was dismissed on 6-12-34, 

Lamb also came to the notice of the Police 
on 30-8-55 when he assaulted and injured a pudlic 
ricsha coolie as a result of a dispute over payment 


of fare. Lamo, however, paid compensation to the 


=d ne enn BN HN ne Sek ha 


coolie who withdrew the cherge. 


Lamb is known locally as a pugnacious, loud 
mouthed individual, who talks glibly on almost any 
Subject. He refers to various Consular officials 
and prominent business and professional men locally 
as vite intimate friends and gives the impression that 
one or the other of these persons is pulling the 


strings to get him a good job which is a certainty 
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but the job never meterializes and ne elibly expleins 
tre matter avey by cléeiminzg tnat ne is on the verge 
securing a much ovtter situsetion. Among tnose 

whom ne fresuently refers te in tnis manner are tne 
following t- Sr. W.-dJ. Keswick, ur. Ranald George 
MNeDoneld, wr. A..F... solland anda tr. RS. neaney, 

former Fassrort 2&2 Registration Officer, Hebetic 

Consulete General. 

Lams nas a habit of getting into deot out 
usually succeeds, by means of his glibd speecn, in 
gettin: one of his acquaintances to settle his 
accounts. Despite his permanent lack of ready money, 
he regularly contrives to get drunk but much of the | 
liquor he consumes he obtains by forcing his company | 
on casual acquaintances. As far as can be ascetained, 
he has had no reguler emvloyment since 1957 put is 
stated to have done casual gobs of accounting and 
editing around the city. 

Lamb was formerly a memper of the Shanghai 
Mngineers Club, Room 500, 220 Szechuen Road put was 
recently exvelled, due to failure to pay his debts. 
Through his memoership of this Club, he made the 
acquaintance of Mr. f.A. Naylor, Secretary & 'reasurer 


of the Club. Late one night about the end of 3 


September or beginning of October, 1959, he appeared : 


outside Naylor's flat, Room 704, 220 Szechuen Road 
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(Yayfoong House) covered in plood and mud and vegging 
to ve admitted. His story was tnat he nad become 
fight with en indian and tnat he was 
without money and had veen ordered out,the navy 
V.ileceA. for failure to pay nis cills. as usual, 

he had a plausible story of veing on the point of 
ootainings a good jod from the vhina frinting and 
Vinishing Company, Ltd., which, ‘needless to say, 
never materialized. Naylor pefriended Lemo and 
allowed him to stey in his flat temrorarily, in the 
hove that he would set a joo out tne former nas not 
yet obtained work and is still living in maylor's 
flat despite repeated efforts py naylor to eject him. 
Recently, Naylor locked Lamb out and the latter made 
@ hebit of coming back to Wayfoong nouse late at 
nicht, drunk and sleeping outside maylorts door. in 
order to avoid embarressment, naylor nas again admitted 
Lamb to his flat on condition that he shall pull 
himself together and make an effort to get work. 

Lamb has been endeavouring to give Naylor the 
impression that he is daily expecting advice from 
the british Consulate to join Heise Forces or take up 
some other form of work. Lamb came home drunk poth 
on Wednesday night and ‘thursday night, July 17th and 
18th 1940, which, in view of the fact that he is 
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usually snort of money, gives some colour to Ss 
information received, to tre effect trat ne nas $ 
recently bceen receivins suns of money “rom e verman, 
4.5. vecker of terek Chemical %3o., who is a close 
essociate of 3. Leahrmann, prominent locel vezi. ‘rhere 
anpears to pe little donst tneut Laws is an unscrupulous 


and dangerous individual who associates witn all sorts 


of peoole, including Germans. ne is possessed of a 


brilliant orain and a good educetion cut appears 
incapexvle of directin. nis asoility to the vest i 
purpose. +fFossessed of consideranvle devating avility, i 
he freauently took a prominent part in devates in 
tre Moreign Y.:..0.A4. and in this menner widened nis 
circle of foreign acquaintances. Recently, he has 
oeen endeavouring to cultivate the acquaintance of 
foreign members of the S.i:ete, his motive apparently 
veinz mainly to ovtain alcoholic drinxs at the letter's 
exvense, 
whe S..eF. have no record of the "Cathay Review" 

as a successor to the "Cathay Cosmopolitan" and as 

Se eT eee far aS can be ascertained there is no such publication 

INDEXED bY 
(3.8.) R=CISTRY on sale in Shanghai at the present time. it is 


DATE f/ v / ko | possible, however, that Lamb may ve contemplating the 


publication of such a periodical. 


a 
» D.C. (Special sranch). 


PASSPORT & REGISTRATION OFFICE, 
BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
P.O. BOX 289, 
SHANGHAI. 


17th Jwiy, 1940. 
Dear Mr. Yorke, 

I wonder whether you can let me have 
any information regarding R.S. Lamb, who is apparently 
trying to get subscriptions for the "Cathay Review" 
which I understand is the successor to the "Cathay 
Cosmopolitan". 


I am tola that Lamb is a British subject 
but he has not registered at this Consulate-—General. 
Apparently his address a year or two ago was Room 


521, No. 128 Museum Road. 


Yours sincerely, 


R.W. Yorke, Esq., 
Deputy Commissioner, 


Shanghai Municipal Police, 
SHANGHAT. : 
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LETTERS OF JUNIUS SINICUS 
; A NOTE TO THE READER 

Normally Junius Sinicus attempts to preserve in his communtica- 
tions a standard of lanquage and style not inconsistent with the name 
he has adopted. Even in his most abustve moments he has kept his 
abuse dignified, and has not descended to a mere vulgar and tgnor- 
ant calling of names. If, in the following letter, he departs from 
that rule, and adopts the language of the gutter, it is because he wishes 
his remarks to be’ understood by the individual to whom they are 
addressed, and any other locas would, it is feared, be far above his 
head. 


TO CARROLL D. ALCOTT, ESQ., 
Radio Commentator and Blackmailer, 
c/o “The China Press" . 
Shanghat. 
HoOwpy AL!—This, I believe, is how your fellow Americans usually 
address you, 30 lest you fail to recognize any more polite form 
of address I am adopting the same contemptuous tamiliarity. 

You will no doubt wonder what prompted. this letter. The fact 
is that the other day I came across in the dictionary, the word—PEST, 
meaning “Troublesume or destructive person, animal, or thing.’s and 
somehow I immediately thought of you. Before my mind’s eye ap- 
peared the face (or should I, to make sure you realiy understand, say 

“mug’’) of a slackly obese individual, who by some strange freak of 
Providence has been permitted to plague the community which he 
has infested. This may not speak very well for the community in 
question, but seeing that this very community contains a large pro- 
portion of parasitic, anaemic individuals who thrive on the offal 
which pests exude, it need not be a matter for great surprise, though 
it is certainly one for considerable ‘regret. 

In hygienic and well-ordered communities, pests are not. in the 
least welcome and I: for one am whole-heartedly for their extermin- 
ation here. You know, Al; you may be a little tin-god (or brass-horn) 
to some of your listeners-in, but not to all of them. Decent people 
like good clean things, not pests, and they cannot forget all the 

things of which you are a foul composition, which definitely place - 
you in the latter category. 
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When you first came here from some low dive in gangster-ridden 
Chicago, you were much slimmer, it is true, but you already had all 
the ear-marks of a pest, and a fairly poisoncus one at that. It 
did not take you very long to settle down to a racket. A gullible 
editor, American, of course, gave you a “lift”, and you were assigned 
to cover the courts. That was a Heaven-sent gift, as nothing could 
have suited your racket better. At that time, some fifteen years ago, 
there were still a few modest souls in this city who shrank from the 
glare of publicity, especially if this publicity arose from a divorce 
suit. These meek souls presented fine, red meat for you, the Rave- 
nous Pest. Your sharp ears listened avidly to all the evidence pro- 
duced in court, and all that was not told in court you obtained from 
unscrupulous lawyers (especially from a certain bearded specimen 
of the species). All the sordid details (including a great deal of 
imaginative matter divulged by embittered husbands, wives or third 
parties to the inevitable triangle) were carefully collected, after 
which you prepared for the kill. Silence and suppression of pub- 
licity were often very welcome to divorcing parties, and you did 
not have much difficulty 1. making them pay for suppression of the 
news in your bag. In fact, you usually got all the necessary dope 
beforehand from. the lawyers, and got your “fees” even before the 
court hearing. It was certainly a lovely racket, and an illustrious 
example of American journalism as practised by an illustrious mem- 
‘ber of the American Fourth Estate. 

Unfortunately for you, your racket di) not last very long. You 
got up against an irate husband once, a strong man who did not in 
the least care whether you published news of his divorce or not, and 
moreover, strongly objected to your blackmailing methods. Besides 
giving you a good hammering, he also reported your actions to the 
police. It was a matter of touch-and-go for you, and prison-bars 
leomed uncemfortably close, but some smart lying on your part, 
coupled with ‘“‘moral” support from the bearded lawyer referred to 
above, saved you from being a public liability. Some pests really 
bear charmed lives! ' ; 

Your narrow escape put the brakes on your unholy ambitions, 
and you tried te settle down to straight journalism. But it was 
tough going, Al, wasn’t it? No nice, fat pickings, and therefore no 


good whoopee times. Yes, it sure was tough! Banging away ‘ata. 


typewriter all day long (for a paltry 150 dollars a month), and 
parading the streets for n:-ws, was not at all to the liking of a Peat. 

Opportunity, however, came knocking round your door again 
pretty soon after that. Of course, Al, you remember your old pal 
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Beaumont alias Israelovitch, (there always seems to be a little Jew 
about), and his high-powered manipulations in this city. Among 
Beaumont’s numerous ventures, which included motor-cycle dirt track 
speeding and cycle racing, (which flopped when he failed to obtain 
the license for pari-mutuels and other gambling devices from which 
he planned to make money), was a yellow sheet called the “Shanghai 
Spectator."” Your pal Beaumont had to beat it rather hastily one 
fine day, and left all his ventures in the gutter, so to speak, including 
his yellow sheet. It wasn’t a very difficult job for you to pick up 
the said yellow sheet, because, as we understand it, pests usually 
crawl in gutters. 

Thus, finally, your heart’s desire was satisfied, and we find a 
real, live pest seated in an editorial chair in a rather lousy, but still 
an editorial sanctum. 

The “Shanghai Spectator,’ before it fell into Beaumont’s hands 
and later into your pestiferous grip, was a social and sporting pub- 
‘lication, but Beaumont changed all that, and used the publication’s 
“socialite” subscription list to direct some nasty diatribes against 
some of the city’s social lights some of whom may have deserved 
all that comes to them. Beaumont, however, was doing it out of 
spite because they wouldn't give him a gambling license for his cycle 
racing. The “Spectator’’ was also little Beaumont’s (he only stood 
five feet one in his stockinged-feet) campaign weapon—campaign 
for election to the select coterie of this city, the Shanghai Municipal 
Council. Beaumont, as I’m sure you remember, wanted to be elected 
a Councillor so that he could get himself granted all the gambling 
licenses he wanted. But the scheme didn’t work! It was a flop! 

As editor your chest swelled with pride now. You say you 
made a succes8 of the publication, when you picked it up out of the 
gutter, of course. Well, yes and no. If you mean that you made more 
money out of it, perhaps; although no appreciable improvement was 
noticeable in your personal appearance—which was in full corres- 
pondence with your muck-raking habits. It’s all a question of stand- 
ards, that is, about the amount of money you made out the “Spectutor."' 
You might have made less than Beaumont did, but thought it was 
more, because your requirements are less. You remember, of course, 
that Beaumont lived like a prince—champagne, a luxurious apart- 
ment, a swell limousine and “peachy dames.” But you—you were 
satisfied with Hongkew whiskey, dirty dumps and tough dames. 
Every man to his taste, naturally, so we don’t blame or criticise you. 
Anyway, except a Pest cannot be expected to have very high-class 
tastes. ° ; 2 
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Talking about wine and women, we nearly forgot the progress 
you made with the “Spectutor.” We're hard put to find the exact 
word for the racket which you then practised, but for want of a bet- 
ter, we’ll use an old-fashioned word, Blackmail. Ugly word, you 
say, but really there’s none uglicr we can think of at the moment. 
The game was tried out by you in diverse ways, and there were 
many victims, but the most succulent on- turned out to be certain 
ladies Who operated certain establishments. According to the sanc- 
timonious ruling of the Settlement’s august ruling body, the Council, 
brothels—to be blunt—were taboo, and no licenses were issued for 
such establishments. However, this was no deterrent for certain 
enterprising ladies and they clandestinely operated such houses. The 
“Spectator,” in righteous indignation decided to uproot this public 
evil. They would publish full data of all these illicit houses, and 
the publicity would force the Council to take appropriate action. 
Oh, yes, Al, you did give them some publicity. We remember that 
some photographs of these establishments were published in your 
crusading journal,—photographs of the entrances or parts of the 
buildings, without the house numbers showing. . The dodge was to 
scare the ladies into a belief that their houses were going to be closed. 
This is when our Pest enters the picture, by a side door. Driven by 
pity, the Pest offers a nice little solution out of the impasse. “If you’ll 
only be so kind as to pay me for my trouble, I’ll see that no more 
adverse publicity gets into my magazine,” says the Pest to the wor- 
ried ladies. And, of course, they paid. Avery, very easy Way to 
pay for publication costs and earn a soft living. We wonder what 
St. Boniface would have said if he had investigated this angle of the 
lives of women with lost souls. 

This racket lasted some time, Al, but our burg did not offer 
unlimited fleecing opportunities, a 1 finally you had to fold up and 
back went the “Spectatur’’ to the gutter whence it came. And back 
went Al, the Pest, to his old reporting job. 

It was another tough break for you, Al, and we realize how much 
you miased the flesh-pots, but never say die—pests are pretty virile 
and manage to exist in the most odoriferous and obnoxious surround- 
ings. And thus it was with you. The editorial rooms of the “China 
Press," which received you like a prodigal—without the trimmings, 
unfortunately, for you had to labour and sweat for a paltry one hun- 
dred and seventy-five dollars—seemed gloomy and unwholesome, 
even to a pest like yourself. But there was nothing else to be done. 
The Fourth Estate had got you in a pretty strong grip, although you 
had many lapses—long and unaccountable absences in tough Hong- 
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kew dives. You know, Al, cheap whiskey and tough women are really 
bad for the system, even for the system of a Pest. However, that’s 
neither here nor there. 

When this city was shattered by a few nasty bombs in August 
1937, it seemed to be the prelud:: for a regular incursion of pests into 
the foreign-controlled areas. There were small pests and big pests. 
Some managed to exist for a while, but most of them were “Flit-ted” 
out of existence. We then thought that even some of the old, hardened 
pests like yourself would not have much chance of existence, but you 
seemed to bear a charmed life, and one fine day while tuning in to 
catch the strains of some beautiful soul-inspiring music, what was our 
disappointment to hear over the ether the raucous croaking of a 
whiskey-hoarsened voice. Curiosity got the better of us and we finally 
realized that our old friend, the Pest, had taken on a new role. 

We have no great admiration for people of this city, and when 
we learned that the Pest was listened to by quite a large audience we 
were not in the least surprised. It didn’t take us long to cotton on 
to your new racket. Crimina! racketeering, such as that practised in 
Chicago and other American cities, had long gone out of style, and 
had given place to political racketeering. You must be given some 
credit for taking up the cue so rapidly, but then Pests adapt them- 
selves to changed conditions in no time. 

If we had been told some years ago that you.would one day fill 
the role of loud-speaker for certain political interests, we would have 
laughed outright, as we all know that you have neither the education 
nor the capabilities to fill such a role. You must have reformed and 
done some hard studying to be able to differentiate Washington from 
Napoleon, and New York from Timbuctoo. Apart from your rather 
expressive slang, your blarings over this city’s ice creamy radio sta- 
tion are characterized by a daily demonstration of that ignorance and 
lack of education which is so well-known to most of the city’s editors 
and copy-readers. 

It certainly speaks volumes for the mentality of the men con- 
nected with certain political circles that they are willing to make 
use of the services of a bum and former crook (pardon my frankness, 
but I believe that you Americans like straight-from-the-shoulder talk) 
to air the political views of their respective governments. It’s a ques- 
tion of taste, of course, or rather, poor taste. 

In spite of all your present political veneer, however, you don’t 
seem to have lost any of your old propensities. Our little city was 
all a-jitter recently over the notorious Riley case, and what would 
all our little ham-burgers have to say if they knew how ycu tried to 
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ham-string Crook Riley, in the good old-fashioned way you formerly 
used, and that when that failed you double-crossed the ‘'s!ot-machine 
king’’? 

Now don’t squirm, Al, but bear with me e little longer. We just 
happen to know that you approached Riley some time last June with 
a proposition to suppress any adverse “‘publicity” which might crop 
up in the local press, not failing to mention that through your own 
underworld connections you were in possession of all the ‘‘dope’’ 
worth knowing about Mr. Riley. But Riley was riding the top of the 
wave, and he told you to go to hell and take your cheap blackmailing 
tactics with you. That settled the matter for Riley. From that 
time onwards, not a single week passed without mention of Riley 
and his gambling ventures appearing in Benjie Poweli’s yellow rag, 
the “China Weekly Review.” or the “China Press." Both Benjie 
and yourself failed to get any dough from Riley, so that two of you 
went gunning for him in a big, bad way—otherwise, in typical Amer- 
ican Wild West fashion. 

Well, Riley’s in for it, but neither you nor Benjie are richer 
for the experience. Yes, Al, just another tough break, and just 
imagine what you would have done w.th all that dough which you 
thought was coming to you. Better luck next time! 

Of course, radio “commentatoring”’ is not too bad with the extra 
income it provides you, not taking into account the two hefty body- 
guards which you have to employ at your own expense, but somebody’s 
going to win the war pretty soon, and that somebody is definitely 
not among the boys backing your radio braying. Perhaps you’d 
better take our tip and quit this radio business and save your lungs 
for some other purpose—shouting out ads for “Flit” and other 
similar insecticides, for instance. You know, “‘F lit,” etc., are darned 
good for eliminating pests. Personally, we like “Flit” and we won’t 
forget to use it against pests, especially one—with a raucuous voice 
and sloppy figure. 

Adios! 
JUNIUS SINICUS. 
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